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ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

Question 3 

(Suggested time-40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.) 

Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural critic Edward Said has written that "Exile is strangely compelling 
to think about but terrible to experience. It is the unhealable rift forced between a human being and a native place, 
between the self and its true home: its essential sadness can never be surmounted." Yet Said has also said that exile 
can become "a potent, even enriching" experience. 

Select a novel, play, or epic in which a character experiences such a rift and becomes cut off from "home," whether 
that home is the character's birthplace, family, homeland, or other special place. Then write an essay in which you 
analyze how the character's experience with exile is both alienating and enriching, and how this experience 
illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. You may choose a work from the list below or one of comparable 
literary merit. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

The American 
Angle of Repose 
Another Country 
As You Like It 
Brave New World 
Crime and Punishment 
Doctor Zhivago 
Heart of Darkness 
Invisible Man 
Jane Eyre 
Jasmine 
Jude the Obscure 
King Lear 
The Little Foxes 
Madame Bovary 
The Mayor of Casterbridge 
My Antonia 

STOP 

Obas an 
The Odyssey 
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich 
The Other 
Paradise Lost 
The Poisonwood Bible 
A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
The Road 
Robinson Crusoe 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstem Are Dead 
Sister Carrie 
Sister of My Heart 
Snow Falling on Cedars 
The Tempest 
Things Fall Apart 
The Women of Brewster Place 
Wuthering Heights 

END OF EXAM 
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AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
2010 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Question 3 
(Exile) 

The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole- its content, style and mechanics. Students are 
rewarded for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point 
above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than a 3. 

9-8 These essays offer a w ell-focused and persuasive analysis of how , in a novel, play or epic, a 
character's experience with exile is both alienating and enriching . Using apt and specific textual 
support, these essays explore the character's complex responses to being cut off from a home or 
special place and analyze what the experience of exile contributes to the meaning of the work as a 
whole. Although not without flaws, these essays make a strong case for their interpretation and 
discuss the literary work with significant insight and understanding. Generally, essays scored a 9 
reveal more sophisticated analysis and more effective control of language than do essays scored 
an 8. 

7-6 These essays offer a reasonable analysis of how, in a novel, play or epic , a character 's experience 
with exile is both alienating and enriching . These essays explore the character's complex response 
to exile and identify what the experience of exile contributes to the meaning of the work as a 
whole. Although these responses show insight and understanding, their analysis is less thorough , 
less perceptive , and/or less specific in supporting detail than that of the 9- 8 essays. Generally , 
essays scored a 7 present better-developed analysis and more consistent command of the 
elements of effective composition than do essays scored a 6. 

5 These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading , but they tend to be superficial 
or thinly developed in analysis . They often rely upon plot summary that contains some analysis, 
implicit or explicit. Although these responses attempt to discuss how a character 's experience 
with exile is both alienating and enriching and what the experience contributes to the meaning of 
the work as a whole, they may demonstrate a rather simplistic understanding of the character or 
the work , and support from the text may be too general. These essays demonstrate adequate 
control of language but may be marred by surface errors . They are generally not as well conceived, 
organized or developed as 7- 6 essays. 

4-3 These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of how, in a novel, play or epic , a 
character's experience with exile is both alienating and enriching. The analysis may be partial, 
unsupported or irrelevant, and the essays may reflect an incomplete or oversimplified 
understanding of the character's experience with exile. They may not develop a response to how 
that experience contributes to the work as a whole, or they may rely on plot summary alone. These 
essays may be characterized by an unfocused or repeti tive presentation of ideas, an absence of 
textual support, or an accumulation of errors; they may lack control over the elements of college­
level composition. Essays scored a 3 may contain significant misreading and demonstrate inept 
writing. 

2-1 Although these essays make some attempt to respond to the prompt, they compound the 
weaknesses of the papers in the 4-3 range. Often, they are unacceptably brief or are incoherent in 
presenting their ideas. They may be poorly written on several counts and con tain distracting errors 
in grammar and mechanics. Remarks are presented with little clarity , organization or supporting 
evidence. Particularly inept, vacuous and/or incoherent essays are scored a 1. 
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baileye
Sticky Note
Student clearly identifies how the exile is both alienating and enriching.

baileye
Sticky Note
Student clearly provides a theme, however superficial.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement: claim made for alienation.

baileye
Sticky Note
"Quote": text references (in theme essays, students will only be able to use specific examples, not quotes. Be sure to clarify this with students).

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration



baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: Brief, superficial purpose.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement: claim

baileye
Sticky Note
Reference: vague and perhaps too encompassing. Should be more specific.

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: another brief nod to purpose

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement: claim

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation: how

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration

baileye
Text Box
Misread occurs here.



baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: purpose

baileye
Sticky Note
Synthesis: theme

baileye
Sticky Note
Should be its own paragraph, but aside from this, the student summarily dismisses the bigger lesson for a less insightful reading.

baileye
Text Box
This essay offers a reasonable analysis, using some apt and specific references that provide some insight and understanding. However, there are some references that are less specific. The student misreads one portion and her understanding of exile and happiness is rather unperceptive.
Overall, it is a reasonable performance and the student is awarded for what she accomplishes in 40 minutes. 



baileye
Sticky Note
An inauspicious beginning that misconstrues Crusoe's exile as being voluntary rather than mishap. The student never makes a solid claim about HOW the exile is alienating, enriching, or what he or we learn from this exile.

baileye
Sticky Note
While the student provides some references, they are largely plot-driven rather than analytical. As we suspect from the lack of statement, this is mainly summary so far.

baileye
Sticky Note
Notice the lack of statement, or claim made. This leads us to believe the essay (or at least this paragraph) will largely result in summary since the student doesn't have an argument.



baileye
Sticky Note
Here we have a nascent statement.

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
References

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration (purpose), however uninsightful and perfunctory.



baileye
Sticky Note
A plausible lesson, although not very insightful.

baileye
Sticky Note
Becomes more "preachy" than it is critical analysis.

baileye
Sticky Note
A simplistic theme that misses the overarching mark of Crusoe's tale.

baileye
Text Box
This essay provides a plausible reading, although it remains superficial and repetitious. The entire essay is plot-driven, even though the student attempts to discuss the alienating and enriching aspects of Crusoe's exile. Ultimately the essay ends rather preachy and with a simplistic understanding of the novel's theme.





baileye
Sticky Note
A beautiful thesis that provides the basis for a potentially enlightening and fruitful essay. The student identifies the topic (Maude's exile), the purpose (alienating and enriching) and the theme.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement (claim)



baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation and references

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration (function)

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration (purpose)

baileye
Sticky Note
Reference to prove assertion

baileye
Sticky Note
Synthesis



baileye
Text Box
As easy to spot as a 1, this essay adeptly and seamlessly negotiates claim, specific references, explanation, elaboration, and synthesis of theme throughout the entire essay. This student clearly recognizes the deeper sophistication of the play itself, and provides a persuasive analysis of Maude's exile as both alienating and enriching, as well as the effect it has on Harold. This essay makes more than a strong case for its interpretation and results in a sophisticated essay that both shames me to humility and gladdens my heart with pride.



baileye
Sticky Note
This thesis provides a framework for discussion, but doesn't posit a specific argument. We are told only that there is an impact and an importance, not what that impact or importance is. We aren't worried this will devolve into summary but we aren't sure either exactly where it will lead us.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement: claim and theme. Interesting.

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation: what and the groundwork for how.



baileye
Sticky Note
Reference and explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: purpose

baileye
Sticky Note
Synthesis: theme

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement (claim) and explanation: provides a contrast to ultimately examine the enrichment that Adam and Eve receive from their exile.



baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation: what and how

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function and purpose of Satan's role as contrast to Adam and Eve's.

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: full purpose and explicit analysis of contrast between Satan and A&E.

baileye
Sticky Note
Synthesis: neatly provides a theme for the work.

baileye
Text Box
This essay, not as astute at Sample E, is nonetheless a persuasive analysis that explores the alienation and enrichment of A&E as contrasted by Satan's. It provides significant insight, although not with the depth, sophistication, and complexity that Sample E exhibits.



baileye
Sticky Note
This thesis delineates the kinds of alienation Stephen Dedalus faces but not the enrichment, other than a vague he "accepts a new role and purpose in life," and certainly doesn't provide a theme to guide the discussion to a larger point.

baileye
Sticky Note
This sentence doesn't provide a claim but it at least provides specific references and a context. We will withhold judgment until we see a claim, hopefully soon. Warn students that a beginning like this could easily develop into summary. 

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement: claim made

baileye
Sticky Note
Not sure how this is moving us forward with the claim that he is alienated via religious views.

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation and references

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: simplistic function

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement

baileye
Sticky Note
References and explanation of how he "felt apart from the other students."

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function of further alienation. This final sentence in this paragraph doesn't further the students analysis, though.



baileye
Sticky Note
Not very sure what is happening here. Irrelevant to the task at hand.

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: a weak tie to purpose of alienation and enrichment (uses exile to become an artist). 

baileye
Sticky Note
Synthesis: this sentence best provides a thematic statement that clearly outlines the alienation and enrichment of S.D.'s exile.

baileye
Text Box
This essay is an example of a reasonable analysis that addresses both alienation and enrichment, even though unequally. The student has some understanding of Dedalus' complex response to exile, although it is less thorough, less perceptive, and less specific than Sample A.
Overall, this essay is about alienation but loses its focus and doesn't quite make it to full discussion or analysis about enrichment or theme. The conclusion does much work to tie the essay together, and without this crucial synthesis, the essay would have scored lower.



baileye
Text Box
Not much needs be commented here. This essay is marked initially by a tragic misread: Odysseus is not exiled from his hometown nor is he angry about the heroic feats he accomplished in the Trojan War.
Besides this, the student makes no coherent argument about alienation or enrichment or theme. It is unacceptably brief, has no supporting evidence, and is poorly written.



baileye
Sticky Note
This thesis is a general claim about the advantages and disadvantages of exile, and only nominally about Crusoe's exile. In the end, no arguable claim is made and, as a result, will likely lead to summary.

baileye
Sticky Note
This paragraph offers no more than plot summary. Phrases such as "just after," "as he begins," "as time passes," and "to make matters worse" are hallmarks of plot summary and in the hands of this student, result in summary. 

baileye
Sticky Note
This sentence is the closest this student comes to an explanation of the enrichment of his alienation. 



baileye
Sticky Note
While seeming to offer a synthesis, this paragraph never finds full fruition in explaining how or elaborating the function or purpose of Crusoe's exile, alienation, or enrichment.

baileye
Sticky Note
Perhaps but this is never illuminated in the essay.

baileye
Text Box
This essay ultimately fails to offer an adequate analysis of exile, alienation, or enrichment. There is some implicit understanding garnered from the essay that Crusoe is devastated by his exile but learns to rely on himself, which this student believes is an enriching experience. In the end, though, the essay is partial as it does not deal with the entire novel, some portions are irrelevant, and the essay is oversimplified, relying on very brief plot summary to discuss the novel.



baileye
Sticky Note
Identifies the exile

baileye
Sticky Note
The rest of this paragraph is plot summary (perhaps).

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement that mentions exile as alienating

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement that claims exile as enriching



baileye
Text Box
This essay makes an attempt to respond to the prompt, even uses some language from the prompt itself; however, it remains too brief, incoherent, poorly written, and has little clarity in its support from the novel. Ultimately, the lack of analysis and specifics results in the low score.



baileye
Text Box
Misread

baileye
Sticky Note
Thesis offers an experience of exile and the alienation that results. No mention of enrichment (unless one presumes the sewing projects are enriching for her). Overall, this thesis offers a slow claim that may or may not result in summary in the hands of this student.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement and explanation of how her exile is alienating, but no text references to support.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement of enrichment but no supporting evidence or explanation.



baileye
Sticky Note
Student attempts synthesis (theme) but the lack of analysis and support make this an unclear and overly-simplistic statement of theme.

baileye
Sticky Note
Incomplete and oversimplified statement of meaning, exile, alienation, and enrichment.

baileye
Text Box
This essay is characterized by its vacuous remarks and its many misreads. Overall, it fails to adequately analyze the novel, is partial, unsupported, and oversimplified. In addition, it relies on plot summary, however misguided.







baileye
Text Box
Compare this essay to the Crusoe essay (Sample C) and we quickly see how it arrives at its score, as both essays are characterized by the same elements: it is plausible but essentially plot summary. It doesn't quite make it to insight, and the evidence and analysis is both vague and unspecific. The conclusion is also too general to be a comprehensive view of the theme of the novel.









baileye
Text Box
Rarely do students pull off a Heart of Darkness essay, but this one does. It is insightful, organized, utilizes purposeful language and well-controlled syntax, and truly understands the complexity of Marlow.



baileye
Text Box
Lacks a definitive (or even basic) understanding of the great king's predicament, much less his exile, the alienation, or enrichment. Essentially a (terrible) plot summary that doesn't address the prompt.



baileye
Text Box
True...





baileye
Text Box
Love the voice, as it serves to break up my Reading day. This essay is organized, provides examples and detail relevant to analysis, brings an understanding of the complexity and Gregor's dilemma presented by Kafka. However, the language is not sophisticated enough to raise it a point, and the meaning at the end is implicit rather than clearly stated.





baileye
Text Box
Again, compare this essay to Sample C Crusoe essay, and the defining characteristics of a solid 5 are clear: plausible, short on meaning and evidence, and very thinly developed.









baileye
Text Box
This essay, organized by paragraph into exile, alienation, enrichment, and theme, dutifully answers the prompt in a fairly insightful essay, despite its moments of repetition and doggedness. Overall, it is a persuasive analysis of a difficult work that uses specific and apt examples to prove its point.









baileye
Text Box
This student is clearly an able writer, thoughtful, and occasionally insightful. Relying mainly on plot summary as its springboard for analysis, the student nonetheless addresses all parts of the prompt in a reasonably developed essay. Overall, CB states it simply doesn't "soar enough" for an 8/9 essay.





baileye
Text Box
This essay barely scores a 4 as it contains a misread and conflates Marlow and Kurtz. However, the control of language and syntax keeps it from a 3. Overall, this essay fails to offer an adequate analysis of exile, alienation, enrichment, or theme.







baileye
Text Box
Compared to the previous essay, we can see how grammar and diction will lower a score. This essay also (as the previous essay) fails to adequately analyze the novel being used, but the pervasive errors ultimately keep it from a 4.





baileye
Text Box
Also another 4, you can see how language and grammar can speak volumes. This essay plods through the prompt providing some discussion of exile, alienation, enrichment, and theme, although partial and oversimplified, relying mainly on plot summary. In the end, it fails to adequately analyze the novel as a whole.



baileye
Text Box
This essay has 2 moments of near analysis and insight, but ultimately fails to develop those moments into a coherent argument and falls back on platitudes instead.





baileye
Text Box
So, admit it--you laughed when you read "they end up exactly where they are supposed to end up--dead." Unfortunately, this moment of levity doesn't make up for the lack of analysis in the essay. While the student identifies and exile and alienation, very little is offered beyond this recognition. In short, this essay fails to offer an adequate analysis, does not identify an enrichment, contains very little depth of meaning, contains many language and syntactical errors, and seriously lacks substance. But we do appreciate the chuckle.









baileye
Text Box
In spite of the occasional lapses in sentence construction, this student provides a thoughtful, insightful analysis of a difficult text. This essay skillfully negotiates all parts of the prompt, and while it is not as strong an essay as Sample E, it nonetheless provides a persuasive analysis, uses apt and specific references, and explores Kurtz' alienation not only from England but from his own ideologies, as well.







baileye
Text Box
A solid essay that provides a serviceable analysis of the novel. The student addresses all parts of the prompt using specific text references, and although she seems to miss out on some excellent opportunities for insight, she still concludes the essay with a thoughtful statement of theme. Not particularly stunning in language, the student still provides a competent, sustained reading of the text.





baileye
Text Box
This essay is marked by brevity and its failure to adequately analyze the prompt at hand. The only specificity in an essay otherwise characterized by very weak summary and some misreading is the moment of discussion about the Cyclops and the Sirens.





baileye
Text Box
Another essay that offers a solid analysis, although not particularly insightful in some areas. The student provides a response to all aspects of the prompt, however limited in depth, and uses specific references to carry her point to a concluding point about the superficiality of society life and the benefits of hard work. We can't disagree. Much.



baileye
Text Box
This essay earns a 0 because it merely makes a passing reference to the task. Had this student written one more sentence identifying a character from The Odyssey who experiences exile, alienation, and enrichment, she would have earned a 1.











baileye
Text Box
I cannot think of anything else you could want in an essay. In fact, I took notes from this student's essay since I was taking a graduate Shakespearean drama course at the time. This student clearly understood the play, is able to provide insightful, persuasive analysis in 40 minutes, and, although there are lapses in language and sentence construction, one understands this is a limitation of rough draft writing under timed conditions rather than the limitation of a student who has little control over the elements of composition.
Beautiful writing, beautiful analysis, beautiful mind.  
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