






AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
2011 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Question 2 

The score should reflect a judgment of the essay's quality as a whole. Remember that students had only 
40 minutes to read and write; the essay, therefore , is not a finished product and should not be judged by 
standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a draft, making certain to 
reward students for what they do well. 

All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics. 
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay' s overall quality. In no case may an 
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2. 

9 Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in their development, or impressive in their control 
of language. 

8 Effective 

Essays earning a score of 8 effectively analyze* how Kelley uses rhetorical strategies to convey her 
message about child labor to her audience. They develop their analysis with evidence and explanations 
that are appropriate and convincing, referring to the passage explicitly or implicitly. The prose 
demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not 
necessarily flawless . 

7 Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for a score of 6 but provide more complete 
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style. 

6 Adequate 

Essays earning a score of 6 adequately analyze how Kelley uses rhetorical strategies to convey her 
message about child labor to her audience. They develop their analysis with evidence and explanations 
that are appropriate and sufficient, referring to the passage explicitly or implicitly. The writing may 
contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the prose is clear. 

5 Essays earning a score of 5 analyze how Kelley uses rhetorical strategies to convey her 
message about child labor to her audience . The evidence or explanations used may be uneven, 
inconsistent, or limited. The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually 
conveys the student's ideas . 

4 Inadequate 

Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately analyze how Kelley uses rhetorical strategies to convey her 
message about child labor to her audience . These essays may misunderstand the passage, misrepresent 
the strategies Kelley uses , or may analyze these strategies inaccurately. The evidence or explanations 
used may be inappropriate , insufficient, or less convincing. The prose generally conveys the student's 
ideas but may be less consistent in controlling the elements of effective writing. 

• For the purposes of scoring, analysis refers to identifying features of a text and explaining how the author uses these to develop 
the meaning or to achieve a particular effect or purpose. 
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Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight

baileye
Highlight



AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
2011 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Question 2 (continued) 

3 Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in 
analyzing Kelley's use of rhetorical strategies to convey her message about child labor to her 
audience. They are less perceptive in their understanding of the passage or Kelley's strategies, 
or the explanation or examples may be particularly limited or simplistic. The essays may show 
less maturity in control of writing. 

2 Little Success 

Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in analyzing how Kelley uses rhetorical strategies 
to convey her message about child labor to her audience. These essays may misunderstand the prompt, 
misread the passage, fail to analyze the strategies Kelley uses, or substitute a simpler task by responding 
to the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, or inappropriate explanation. The prose often 
demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of development or 
organization, or a lack of control. 

1 Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation, or weak in their control of language. 

0 Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt. 

Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic. 

© 2011 The College Board. 
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baileye
Sticky Note
Gotta love those notes students give us...

baileye
Sticky Note
Weak thesis that outlines there is a cause that is made the audience's cause as well, but no mention of strategies, purpose, or theme.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement and quote: rhetorical strategy offered with evidence.

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation: how

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement, quote, and explanation: pathos as a separate strategy, evidence, and how.



baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation, elaboration: this continued strategy of pathos is better explained and a function is offered

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: purpose

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement and quote



baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation: what and how of the difference between day and night, wake and sleep.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement

baileye
Sticky Note
Quotes and explanation of rhetorical question as a comment not question.

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function

baileye
Text Box
Obviously this student has a personality, which we adore. However, when it overpowers the work of analysis, it becomes distracting and detracts from the message the student is attempting to convey.
In short, this essay is a classic mid-range essay. There are moments of adequate analysis, but the lapses in diction and in initial control (he smooths out and writes more seriously) wreak havoc with this essay's readers.



baileye
Sticky Note
Thesis states there are rhetorical strategies in use in the passage, but no mention of which ones, purpose, or theme/message.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement, quote, and explanation: offers a what and how

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement offering imagery as a strategy

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote and explanation: what and how. An attempt is made at elaboration (function) but doesn't quite make it there.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement



baileye
Sticky Note
Summarizes but does not actually explain the "questions" Kelley raises.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement and quote: offers a potentially interesting insight (places some of the blame on the women themselves) but leaves it unexplained and unelaborated, following the statement with only a quote.

baileye
Sticky Note
Reiterates that there is a message (decreasing the child labor).

baileye
Text Box
This essay provides rhetorical strategies but is less successful in analyzing them to convey her message about child labor. It is less perceptive, and the explanations and examples are limited and simplistic.
Overall, the essay fails to identify a message, remains vague and simplistic, and lack organization and division of paragraphs.



baileye
Sticky Note
Promising thesis that offers strategies, Kelley's message, and a purpose.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement: argues pathos

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation



baileye
Sticky Note
Quote offered but no explanation, merely restating quote; thus, "implies" is misused.

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function (weak)

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement of second strategy and purpose.

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote and explanation: weak "how"



baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration attempt, although it is inaccurate.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote and explanation: begins "what" but ends up summarizing the quote instead.

baileye
Sticky Note
Tries for elaboration but merely repeats what has already been said.



baileye
Sticky Note
Conclusion provides a summary of what has been said--in two different ways.

baileye
Text Box
This essay is long, and, while organized by strategy, is ultimately inadequate as analysis. Some points are inaccurate and others are merely summary of Kelley's speech.
Overall, the essays identifies appropriate items but does not take those items and make connections. Quotes are followed by restatement, and the essay defines rather than analyzes. It is vague, summary, and lacks in specificity. CB Readers stated that this essay had "an enticing shell but limited substance."



baileye
Text Box
This student clearly has a mind for analysis and the potential to write a great essay. However, perhaps he ran out of time and simply wrote a summary of the passage. No text references are offered, no strategies are paraded about (although if there were either of these, this essay may have earned a point higher). Without strategies, text references, development, or control of syntax and mechanics, this essay demonstrates little success in analyzing Kelley's speech.



baileye
Sticky Note
Thesis offers logos and pathos as strategies, as well as purpose (at least for pathos).

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement (and definition)

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
Example (text reference)

baileye
Sticky Note
Confuses the purpose of logos with the emotional impact the statistics have on the reader. Thus, no elaboration of strategy of logos



baileye
Sticky Note
Statement and definition

baileye
Sticky Note
Text reference

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation: weak "how"

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote and explanation (weak and incomplete)

baileye
Sticky Note
Text reference and explanation: what emotion is called forth (weak)

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation and elaboration: how and function (limited)

baileye
Sticky Note
Conclusion provides a summary statement of what, how, and function, which ties it all together finally.

baileye
Text Box
This essay is adequate but not particularly effective. It offers strategies and some discussion of function, although most remains very limited and basic. There are some quotes, although there are more implicit text references than specific quotes. None of the essay is inaccurate. It does the job it states it will do.




baileye
Sticky Note
Interesting introduction provides a contextual understanding of the situation out of which Kelley speaks.

baileye
Sticky Note
Thesis offers strategies and purpose already tied to the message presented above.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement, text reference, and explanation succintly combined in one sentence.

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation and Quote



baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: purpose

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement and explanation (how)

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation and quote (what)

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function

baileye
Sticky Note
Another strategy and claim

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation: what and how



baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote, Explanation, Elaboration: what, how, and function

baileye
Sticky Note
Claim and explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation and Elaboration: how and function

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function and purpose



baileye
Sticky Note
Purpose for strategy

baileye
Text Box
This essay clearly and adroitly develops its analysis with evidence and explanations that are appropriate and convincing. The student talks about how Kelley uses strategies to further her message (emotions, imagery, anecdotal evidence, and shaming). The essay occasionally lapses in diction that is vague, but the essay overall is full, effective, confident in terms, and carries a good sense of the overall strategies and message Kelley conveys.



baileye
Sticky Note
Gorgeous language that evokes a reader's response as well. Bodes well for reader and student that he not only can identify how something is used, but can use it deftly himself.

baileye
Sticky Note
Introduction is the thesis: strategy, purpose, and message are woven throughout in a skillfully worded, astute paragraph.

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement of strategy

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote, explanation, and elaboration



baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: purpose

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement of strategy

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation and elaboration: what, how, and function

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote, elaboration and synthesis: function, purpose, and message

baileye
Sticky Note
Claim, explanation, and quote



baileye
Sticky Note
Statement (claim) that provides early elaboration: purpose

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote and explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration and synthesis: function, purpose, and message

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote and explanation

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function



baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration and synthesis: purpose and message

baileye
Text Box
In the skillfull hands of this student, this essay soars. It is sophisticated in its analysis of Kelley's strategies--and uses them against us, as well. It is thorough in its development, and impressive in its control.
Overall, after Readers dried their happy tears of joy, they concluded this essay is insightful, carries a full sense of the speech and strategies, and patterns his own argument after Kelley's abrupt shift at the end.



baileye
Text Box
Not much needs to be said about this essay. It only asserts a clumsy thesis and lacks development, clarity, and control.



baileye
Sticky Note
Thesis provides strategies and purpose (convince her audience for the improved treatment of children in the workplace)

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation: what and how

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: function (weak)

baileye
Sticky Note
Quotes and restatement of previous e/e

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote



baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation: what and how

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote

baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation and elaboration: how and function

baileye
Sticky Note
Elaboration: purpose and message (weak)

baileye
Sticky Note
Statement

baileye
Sticky Note
Quote



baileye
Sticky Note
Explanation and elaboration: what and how, as well as function

baileye
Sticky Note
Student actually gets it right here (as opposed to intro thesis where she states Kelley only wants better treatment of children in the workplace).

baileye
Sticky Note
Kind of a goofy, pathetic conclusion

baileye
Text Box
This essay begins somewhat formulaic. It does, however, provide an adequate analysis of strategies and Kelley's message, providing evidence and explanations appropriate to the task. 
Readers commented that it is a more fully developed analysis with moments of brilliant clarity, especially in the strategies of pathos. 





baileye
Text Box
There are many rooms in the house of 8, and in this case, this essay is in an anteroom. It is a low 8 compared to D. In the end, the sophistication, clarity, and succinct analysis provided the extra push beyond a 7 but not quite comfortably a solid 8. Reward students for what they do well.



baileye
Text Box
Essay mainly summarizes the speech, although there are a few moments of insight. However, these are so limited and brief that it is not enough to carry the essay to a higher score.







baileye
Text Box
This essay is adequate as it provides strategies and plods through examples and, rarely, some explanation and elaboration. It is, however, uneven,inconsistent, and simplistic. Quintessential 5.



baileye
Text Box
This essay struggles in many ways, not the least of which is in controlling the elements of effective writing. It summarizes part of the passage, but overall, it is undeveloped, especially simplistic, and weak.







baileye
Text Box
This essay is a perfect example of how length doesn't necessarily correlate to score. It is long, but in the end, it is all summary with no analysis. The student lacks a vocabulary for analysis and has difficulty controlling language, syntax, and structure.



baileye
Text Box
Overall, vague and merely repeats the one quote it provides. Lack of analysis, development, control, along with painful brevity.



baileye
Text Box
This essay provides strategies (pathos, ethos, and diction), and while it does so in a juvenile manner, provides at least a statement of how that pathos may have made a person feel. The essay overall lacks depth, development, and control, but that first paragraph is enough to warrant its score.





baileye
Text Box
This essay provides strategies and nascent understanding of how those strategies work to convey Kelley's message, but overall the analysis remains inadequate, unconvincing, and undeveloped. The student also shows a lack of analytical vocabulary that results in inconsistencies and weakness.







baileye
Text Box
If there were ever a perfect score, this essay is it. Quintessential 6: controlled, adequate, and perhaps too long for what it actually ended up saying. It does the job it is supposed to do without frills, bells, or whistles.









baileye
Text Box
It's a clear 9, as it poses its argument with insight and purpose.  It's impressive in language, control, and use of evidence and explanation is fully developed.







baileye
Text Box
With minor lapses in vocabulary and syntax, this student carefully controls his argument, offering strategies, evidence, and explanation. Some points are left weakly developed as the student when the student fails to fully develop the function or purpose of the strategy or remains vague about how Kelley uses it to her purpose.







baileye
Text Box
This essay strengthens as it goes and it appears the student writes herself into understanding. A lack of vocabulary limits this essay and causes lapses in language and analysis. It is adequate to the task of identifying strategies and using evidence and explanation to examine Kelley's message, but overall it lacks the fullness of explanation that characterized Sample ZZ.





baileye
Text Box
This essay begins slowly and trudgingly, a trait found among 6/7 essays. I am told the Reading Room was split on this essay between the two scores. Ultimately, scoring leaders gave it a 7 (low 7, certainly) because the essay grows in maturity and development by the last paragraph. Compare to BBBB.





baileye
Text Box
This essay is typical of its score range for its introduction of strategy, use of evidence, and flat-footed statement following the quote that provides inadequate development. Lapses in diction, syntax, and control also characterize this essay as a 4.





baileye
Text Box
This essay provides no analysis of the passage, only brief summary of the speech and the information provided in the speech. The student concludes with a didactic call that weakens an already insufficient and unsuccessful discussion of Kelley's strategies and message.





baileye
Text Box
This student's second body paragraph is its greatest strength and most thoughtful analysis. It is, in fact, the bright spot that keeps this essay from earning a 4. The composition is, as a result, uneven and limited in discussion and analysis. However, it does provide strategies and often mentions there is a purpose (even if it is ineffectively examined). The lapses in diction and syntax also contribute to this essay's score.





baileye
Text Box
Succinct, straightforward, and clear, this essay effectively analyzes how Kelley uses strategies and then develops his argument about those strategies with evidence and explanation. It isn't as sophisticated in vocabulary and development as a 9 but it is still an excellent response given the 40 minute limitation. 











baileye
Text Box
There is no question about this student's score. From the opening sentence to the final conclusion, this student negotiates strategy, purpose, and message skillfully. The student provides historical context for analysis, and then with deft control of language and syntax provides a thoroughly developed argument impressive for its maturity and insight.
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